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Synopsis
In the spirit of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead by Tom Stoppard, and its back-story relationship to Hamlet by William Shakespeare, Mercutio, “King of Cats” is a similar styled speculation on the behind-the-scenes story of Romeo and Juliet. The story Shakespeare didn’t tell.
Mercutio, “King of Cats” is the tale of youthful love manipulated by the lives and wills of trusted elders, set on a renaissance stage of Italian Manifest Destiny.  New wealth, industry, discovery, commerce and exploitation dominate the changing collective consciousness in feudal fifteenth century Italy.  Mercutio is Romeo’s best friend.  Together, they are hopefully addicted dreamers: Romeo to his ideals of love, Mercutio to his obsessions of prowess and renown.  Tragedy makes victims of our champions.  Random opportunities and chancy possibilities in the timeless vacuum of centrifugal inertia push toward that unstoppable collision, transforming hope into despair.
The silk trade routes established by Marco Polo and the opportunistic Venetian cartel spawned the new mercenary merchant class through extortion and cut-throat ambitions.  Orphaned by speculation and circumstance Mercutio’s family is devastated, leaving him and his brother wards of his feudal uncle prince, as self-appointed lieutenants of backstreets and alleys.  Into this new world network come these new found treasures and delights: silks, spices, precious metals, gems, ivories, exotic herbs, aphrodisiacs, opium, and all the trappings of new dreams and uncertainties.

Mercutio, “King of Cats” details the last day of Shakespeare’s linchpin sacrificial lamb, to his fateful destiny and beyond .  .  . 
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Dramatis Personae
(in order of appearance)
Prince of Verona                                                       Uncle to Mercutio

Friar Laurence                                                           A Franciscan Father

Tybalt                                                                        Nephew to Lord Capulet

Peter                                                                          Servant to Lord Capulet 

Gregory                                                                     Servant to Lord Capulet

Lorenzo                                                                     The Innkeeper
Mab                                                                           Apothecary & Midwife

Mercutio                                                                    Nephew to the Prince

Benvolio                                                                    Friend to Mercutio 

Rosaline                                                                     The Innkeeper’s Daughter

Romeo                                                                       Friend to Mercutio                                                                  

Valentine                                                                    Brother to Mercutio
Fabio                                                                          Friend to Mercutio

Mercury                                                                      Messenger to the gods

Harpies                                                                       Wild Spirits

Cupid                                                                          Love god

Horus                                                                         Egyptian god

Socrates                                                                      Greek Philosopher
Chinaman                                                                   An Opium Addict

Nurse                                                                          Servant to Lord Capulet
Citizens and Patrons of the Inn

