VWhat Friends Are For

Sally MG nnis & Philip D. Irving



I NT. SADI E'S BASEMENT NI GHT

In SADI E'S basenent, see TRACY, Sadie, and JON. They have
drug paraphernalia around them as they are having an

i ndi stinct conversation. Jon takes a pill and continues to
talk. W see Jon slunp over to the ground. Tracy and Sadi e do
not noti ce.

I NT. SADI E'S BASEMENT NI GHT - A YEAR LATER

Tracy, Sadie, ERIC, and MLLIE are all sitting around a TABLE
in front of a CHEESECAKE

ERI C
Renmenber when we went to that driving
range and Sadi e broke that golf club.

Eric gets up fromhis chair and grabs sone plates and forks
for everyone.

SADI E
Oh ny god. That was so terrible.
Renenber how | nade Jon give the
broken club back to the cashier
because | was too enbarrassed.

Everyone | aughs. Eric conmes back with the plates and forks.

TRACY
(Still | aughing)
Hey that's what friends are for.

ERI C
(Sitting down)
Thanks for getting the cheesecake nan.
It's been too |l ong since we've had one
t oget her.

Eric plunges his fork into the cheesecake and scoops up a
huge bite. Everyone watches in horror as he does this.

TRACY
Dude. What the fuck?

SADI E
Eric, what?

Eric shrugs and finishes his bite. Tracy shakes his head,
then | ooks at MIlie.



TRACY
Hey Sadie. It's been a long tine since
|'ve seen you

SADI E
Yeah | think it's been since | ast
year.

TRACY

Yeah. How have you been?

SADI E
|'ve been pretty good. It's been a
little hard being away from hone, but
at least | get to go to school with
M LLIE

MIlie looks lovingly at Sadie and Sadi e gives a | ook back.
Tracy tries to hold back his disappointnment. Sadie starts to
cut everyone a slice of cake.

M LLIE
Hey, Sadie and | nade these if you
guys want sone?

MIllie pulls out a bag filled with some pot brownies.

SADI E
Yeah we just have to be careful
t hough. My parents woul d probably kill
me if they knew | had these.

ERI C
You sure?

SADI E
Yeah, why not? Tracy got us the cake;
it's the least | could do.

ERI C
No | nmean...W're in the exact spot.
TRACY
Yeah | don't really knowif that's
right.
SADI E

It's just a brownie. Nothing serious.
It's not that big a deal

MIlie takes the first brownie and begins eating it. She



passes the bag to Eric.

ERI C
(Sonmewhat irritated)
Naw, |'m good.

Eri c passes the bag to Tracy.

TRACY
Thanks.

Tracy takes a brownie and stares at it. After a nonent, he
decides to eat it, and takes one bite, then another. He
continues to eat it.

SADI E
Hey Trace. Pass it over.

Tracy gets up and hands it to Sadie. He sits back on the
fl oor. Sadie takes a browni e and hands the bag back to
MIlie. MIlie sets the bag down.

An hour passes by.

TRACY
How ' bout you Eric. How s this year
been for you?

ERI C
Busy as hell. I'mstill trying to
graduate next year so |I'mtaking as
many hours as possi ble and |' m wor ki ng
at the student center there too.

SADI E
How about you Tracy?
TRACY
| don't know. It's been kind of weird.
SADI E
(Now sonber)
| get it. I think it's kind of weird
for everybody.
ERI C
Yeah | guess it's been al nost a year,
huh?
TRACY

In two days it will be. | don't know



It's just so weird not really talking
to him Like, I know he went so far
away for college, but at least | could
text himor something.

M LLIE
(synpat heti cal | y)
| can't imagine how hard this is for
you guys. I'mreally sorry.

ERI C
Yeah. (Beat) Renenber when you and |
woul d go to his house after school and
he woul d basically re-teach us
geonetry?

TRACY
Ha. Yeah. It was unreal how he could
just understand literally anything
even the crappiest of teachers would
try to teach us.

SADI E
Well, yeah. That's why his parents
were pushing so hard for himto go Ivy
League.

ERI C
| nmean... and to kind of get himas
far away fromus as possible.

SADI E
What do you nmean?

ERI C
C nmon. They never thought we were good
i nfl uences on him WMaybe ne, because
we did sonme homewor k together. (beat)
They caught us snoking that one tine
and alnost literally kicked our asses.
W didn't see himfor a couple weeks.

SADI E
Yeah they were so weird about that. W
could just do whatever at my house.

ERI C
| mean don't you think it was kind of
smart though?



TRACY
H s parents were crushing himw th al
t hose dunb rules, Iike his curfew and
not being able to | eave the house nost
weekends.

ERI C
" m not tal king about curfews. |'m
tal ki ng about themtrying to prevent
exactly what happened.

SADI E
So you think driving your kid away
fromyou is smart and will help them
live along life?

ERI C
Qobvi ously not, but there was sone
merit to what they were saying.

SADI E
Maybe you shoul dn't keep commrenting on
sonmet hing you didn't even experience.

ERI C
Maybe you shoul dn't have brought al
those pills to himthat night.

They | ook over at Tracy who has taken another brownie and is
eating it.

SADI E

Hey man. You're done. You just had way

t oo nuch.
TRACY

No |'"mfine.
SADI E

Gve it to Mllie.

Tracy surrenders the rest of his brownie to MIlie.

TRACY

(beat) You weren't there. You barely
even knew hi m

SADI E
Hey. Cal mdown Trace. Don't take it
out on MIlie just because your upset.



M LLIE
It's fine. | get it.

TRACY
Wiy is she here though. | nean-

SADI E
(Cutting Tracy off)
Maybe | needed her here.

TRACY
It's hard for everyone, but | didn't
bring my girlfriend.

Tracy slunps over, then tries to get back up. Everyone el se
stands up imediately. Eric and Sadie sit himagainst the
wal | .

ERI C
Hey, are you alright?

TRACY
I"'mfine. | just think I had too nuch
too fast. | really feel it.

ERI C

It's ok just sit here. MIlie can you
get him sone water?

MIlie goes and grabs her bottle of water she had next to her
and hands it to Eric. Eric gives the bottle to Tracy who
begins to drink it.

TRACY
I"'mfine | swear. Everybody just sit
back down.

Everyone sits back down.

SADI E
k. We are right here, so just say
sonething if you don't feel fine.

TRACY
Yeah ok.

Eric, Sadie, and MIlie continue to talk, but Tracy can no
| onger hear them Tracy starts hallucinating and sees his
menories with his friends in high school and eventually
college like a projector on the opposite wall. He sees the
group at the driving range.



ERI C
Geat. W really can't go nore than
one tinme w thout soneone going too
far, huh?

SADI E
Jesus, Eric. Can you cal m down?

Tracy sees Eric, Tracy, Sadie, and Jon, at a bowing alley.

ERI C
When has that ever actually cal ned
sonmeone down. W always find ourselves
here, even though its pretty easy to
avoi d this.

SADI E
VWhat ever. You don't even know-

He sees the group goofing off at a playground.

ERI C
(cutting Sadi e off)
Real | y? You're nad at ne? Not at
yoursel f when you and Tracy were the
only ones with himand you didn't do
anything to help him

SADI E
VWhat the fuck?

Eventual ly, we see the night that happened al nost a year ago.
Sadi e, Tracy and Jon are sitting together with drug
par aphernalia around them Jon slunps over.

ERI C
You gave himall that shit and you
couldn't even | ook over to see if he
was ok?

SADI E
M/ God.

Cut to a funeral. A large picture of Jon's face is next to
t he casket.

ERI C
What ? Are you upset that that |'m
right?



SADI E
Maybe if you didn't blow us off again
you coul d have "saved hini or
what ever .

ERI C
Fuck this. I'mleaving.

Eric starts to get up to go. Tracy's hallucination freezes

menory of

| ooking at Jon's parents. The nmenory of Jon's

father stares back at him

TRACY
(I'nterrupting the conversation)
Do you renenber his eyes?

Eric stops.

Beat

SADI E
(Si ghs)
Whose eyes, Trace? Jon's?

TRACY
No his dad's. At the funeral. (Beat).
| thought he woul d have pressed
charges by now.

SADI E
Trace. ..

TRACY
Wiy did it take alnost a year for us
to see each other after he died?

ERI C
| just haven't had tine.

TRACY
You' re never that busy!

TRACY ( CONTI NUED)
" m serious Sadie, why is she here?

M LLIE
(Standing up to | eave)
Look, | can just le...
SADI E

Stop! Tracy, that's none of your



bus. ..

TRACY
(Cutting of f Sadie)
She's sitting where he died!

SADI E
Tracy stop!

TRACY
Wiy is she here?!

SADI E
Because she wasn't there! Fuck! She
doesn't constantly rem nd ne of what
happened!

TRACY
So you're just trying to pretend it
never happened.

SADI E
| relive what happened every day. He
died in ny house! It's not |like you
gave himthe drugs!

M LLI E
Babe. . .

SADI E
| killed himTracy! OKI That's what
you wanted to hear this whole tineg,
right?

ERI C
(Standi ng up and approachi ng Sadi e
in tears)
Nobody' s sayi ng. . .

SADI E
(Cutting off Eric)
He's been thinking this whole tine!

TRACY
No, Sadie, |I...

SADI E
(Cutting Tracy off)
Don't Ilie.

Beat



Beat

Beat

Everyone

TRACY
| just want ny friends back.

SADI E
| told you not to lie.

TRACY
Jon was ny best friend. If | had
known. ..do you know how nmuch nore tine
| woul d have spent. | don't want that
to happen again with you.

TRACY ( CONTI NUED)
Al'l 1 know is that when Jon fell over,
it wasn't me who called the police. |
just sat there. It was you, Sadie.

SADI E
What are you trying to say Trace?

TRACY
I"'mtrying to say, that superhero
nmovie is still in theaters right now
And | want to go with you all tonorrow
ni ght .

SADI E
Can MIlie come?
TRACY
O course...l'"msorry.
SADI E
Then hel |l yeah.
ERI C
| sawit...lt was shit.

bursts out into |aughter.

TRACY
Then burgers?

ERI C
Your treat dude, |'m broke.

10.



TRACY
(Sm |ing)
Burgers it is.

THE END
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